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Every February, across the country, 
candy, flowers, and gifts are 


nn 4) exchanged between 
x loved ones, all in 
ee, f= the name of St. 
} Valentine. But who is 
this mysterious saint and 
why do we celebrate this holi- 
day? 

The history of Valentine's Day — and 
its patron saint - is shrouded in mys- 
tery. But we do know that February has 
long been a month of romance. St. 
Valentine's Day, as we Know it today, 
contains vestiges of both Christian and 
ancient Roman tradition. So, who was 
Saint Valentine and how did he become 
associated with this ancient rite? Today, 
the Catholic Church recognizes at least 
three different saints named Valentine or 
Valentinus, all of whom were martyred. 
One legend contends that Valentine was 
a priest who served during the third cen- 
tury in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II 
decided that single men made better 
soldiers than those with wives and fami- 
lies, he outlawed marriage for young, 
single men -- his crop of potential sol- 
diers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of 
the decree, defied Claudius and contin- 
ued to perform marriages for young lovers 
in secret. When Valentine's actions were 
discovered, Claudius ordered that he be 
put to death. 

Other stories suggest that Valentine 
may have been killed for attempting to 
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help Christians escape harsh Roman 
prisons where they were often beaten and 
tortured. According to one legend, Val- 
entine actually sent the first ‘valentine’ 
greeting himself. While in prison, it is 
believed that Valentine fell in love with a 
young girl -- who may have been his 
jailor’s daughter -- who visited him dur- 
ing his confinement. Before his death, it 
is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which 
he signed ‘From your Valentine,’ an ex- 
pression that is still in use today. 
Although the truth behind the Valentine 
legends is murky, the stories certainly 
emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, 
heroic, and, most importantly, romantic 
figure. It's no surprise that by theMiddle 
Ages, Valentine was one of the most 
popular saints in England and 
France.While some believe that 
Valentine's Day is celebrated in the 
middle of February to commemorate the 
anniversary of Valentine's death or burial 
-- which probably occurred around 270 
A.D -- others claim that the Christian 
church may have decided to celebrate 
Valentine's feast day in the middle of Feb- 
ruary in an effort to “Christianize” 
celebrations of the pagan Lupercalia fes- 
tival. In ancient Rome, February was the 
Official beginning of spring and was con- 
sidered a time for purification. Houses 
were ritually cleansed by sweeping them 
out and then sprinkling salt and a type of 
wheat called spelt throughout their inte- 
riors. Lupercalia, which began at the ides 
of February, February 15, was a fertility 
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Staalduinen 
It looks as though 
those pesky gays and les- 
bians have caught us 
napping again. While we 
were berating our politi- 
cians for even entertaining 
the idea of same-sex mar- 
riages, the gay/lesbian 
community somehow 
managed to sneak three 
marriage-banns into the 
bulletin of the Metropolitan 
Community Church of 
53 Toronto, thus legitimizing 
the marriages of two homo- 

sexual couples. 

Oops. 

Oh, to be sure, the protests are a- 
flyin’: the Ontario Legislature refuses to 
acknowledge the marriages; politicians 
are fighting it out in the courts; good 
Christian folks everywhere are clamoring 
to be heard; and many think it an out- 
rage, a travesty of justice, a crime....and 
likely these particular marriages 
will be declared null and void un- 
der the statutes of Ontario law. 
A victory for all those who either 
believe that same-sex marriages 
are a violation of Scripture or that 
somehow, “men with men and 
women with women just ain't 
right.” 

Right... ? 

Well yes, technically, but 
the damage has been done. Le- 
gally, the proponents of 
same-sex advocates have a le- 
gitimate reason to take the issue 
to court. Like it or not, the sys- 
tem on which our law rests is one 
governed by loopholes and tech- 
nicalities. Which means that the 
gay and lesbian community has 
a real opportunity to further their 
movement 

But no, good Christians de- 
clare, our fight is just; morality 
will prevail. Yes, the eventual vic- 
tory of morals is a nice thought 
Unfortunately, it is a defence that 
is losing ground in a society that 
ritualistically abandons Christian 
principles. And those who believe 
that the issue's technicality will 
be its downfall need to remem- 
ber that our own movement to 
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“Rock for Life was a part of Pro-Life Week 
at Redeemer. Performing above is Chery! 
Stacy. Photo and story on page 4. 
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spread the gospe! is based on ioopno 


and so-called “grey areas (the tern 

tent-making,’ and itis a current trend 11 
gospel-based missions). We expect our 
message to prevail — why should advo 


cates of same-sex marr 
the same optimism? 

We, frankly, have lost serious ground 
despite the legal outcome of the Metro 
politan Community Church's claims 
After-the-fact moralizing is ineffective — 
the real solution lies in proactive, antici- 
patory thinking. Until now, we have 
limited ourselves to a “woe is me’ men- 
tality. Revealing society's shortcomings 
is not enough; at some point, we are 
going to have to admit to ourselves that 
North American Christianity is not quite 
meeting the challenge. Despite all our 
rallies, speeches, lobbying, and best- 
wishes, advocates of same-sex marriage 
are winning the fight. Why? 

Because we are, as James Brink 
rightly noted, continuing to be 
yesterday's news 
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Multiculturalism: Colouring Inside the Lines 


James Brink 

For the past thirty years, an insidi- 
ous form of racism has been creeping 
up on Canadians. Disguising itself as an 
angel of light, multiculturalism has pro- 
fessed to give us equality, end 
discrimination, and create an open buf- 
fet-style society. Many of these goals are 
valid — but has multiculturalism lived up 
to its promises? Judging from the ex- 
panding social fragmentation, | would 
argue no. 

On any given day, | can hear wise- 
cracks about native affairs; parodies of 
Quebec sovereigntists; and jokes about 
women, welfare recipients, and immi- 
grants. This discontent and division is a 
problem, but my question is: “Has the 
ideology of multiculturalism exacerbated 
the rifts between people?” It seems that 
the more loudly we sing the praises of 
the patchwork quilt we call Canada, the 
more often we hear of interest politics, 
the abuse of basic freedoms, and unpar- 
alleled numbers of Charter court cases. 
All this is not to mention our human rights 
tribunals (the Canadian Inquisition) who 
couldn't care less about trial by jury, as- 
sumed innocence, or 800 years of 
English common law. 

Canada has always been a 
multicultural nation, beginning with the 
“cooperation” of English, French, and 
Aboriginal peoples. However, 
multiculturalism as an ideology was in- 
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stitutionalized in the 1982 Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, which states in 
section 27, “This Charter shall be inter- 
preted in a manner consistent with the 
preservation and enhancement of the 
multicultural heritage of Canadians.” Sec- 
tion 15 (2) opens the door to affirmative 
action and other projects aimed at “rec- 
ompensing” historical mistakes. 

The 1985 Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act implies an enforced reflection of the 
general population demographic (other- 
wise known as hiring quotas) when it 
says: “The Minister [of Multiculturalism] 
shall...(a) encourage and assist individu- 
als, organizations and institutions to 
project the multicultural reality of Canada 
in their activities in Canada and abroad.” 

That's not so bad, is it? We just want 
to make sure it's not only white males 
being hired, right? Wrong. The basic as- 
sumption of multiculturalism is that your 
identity is based on your race. Your per- 
sonal abilities and character are 
subordinate to the question of what your 
skin colour, or physiological configura- 
tion is. In an editorial by Michael S. 
Berliner and Gary Hull, they note, “Rac- 
ism is the notion that one’s race 
determines one’s identity. It is the belief 
that one's convictions, values and char- 
acter are determined not by the judgment 
of one’s mind but by one’s anatomy or 
‘plood."” Then they draw the parallel: “To 
the multiculturalist, race is what counts 
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— for values, for thinking, forhumaniden- 
tity in general.” — 


Loving someone because of their 


colour, and hating them because of it are 
equally dehumanizing. We should love a 


person because they are just that—a _ 


person. Though the human identity is" 
influenced by cultural factors and expe- 


When we embrace maar ) 


we reduce the individual to a leaf on the 
cultural tree. Then we only water those 
trees that have been subject to some kind 
of abuse in the past. This is not the way 
to create a “resilient, more harmonious, 
more creative society” to quote from the 
multicultural ministry's website. It is the 
way to envy, bitterness, and oer poli- 
tics. 

The truth is, no government program 
can impose basic human decency. If | 
am hired, | want it to be because | am 
the best qualified person for the job—not 
because some Official felt sorry for me. If 
I'm invited to give my opinion, | want it to 
be because | have something to say— 
not because my race (or gender, for that 
matter) “entitles” m@ to be represented. 
As Edwin Locke says, “the proper 
solution...is to stop discriminating based 
on irrelevant factors.” Multiculturalism is 
the idolatry of those factors. 
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Being Relevant te Suffering 


Joe Haveman 

Redeemer, | want to love you a lot. | 
often feel that | don’t belong here. | want 
to tell you why | have been hostile to you 
at times, and why | am wrong in doing 
so. | have often felt like | attend a school 
of spoiled brats. Many of you have been 
more blest than | can understand. Some 
of you always had your parents car, their 
money, their time, and their love. Maybe 
you pretended like everything was okay 
so | never knew you. Other people here 
have been very broken by life and found 
solace in the vicious cycle of more pain 
As we put our lives back together we tend 
to feel like we are being slapped in the 
face by people who seem to be perfect. 
| now understand that you are not and | 
shouldn't expect you to be. | repent. 

Last year | took some Christian girls 
downtown in Toronto, to hand out blan- 
kets to homeless people. The girls were 


shocked when a homeless person re-- 


fused their well-intentioned offer of a 
blanket. | was furious at the girls to be- 
gin with for their happy attitude of let's 
help the homeless and do good. | ex- 
plained how they were an affront to those 
homeless people. By dressing in designer 
jeans, with their pretty hair, perfect 
smiles, and yuppy attitude, they were 
irrelevant to that homeless lady. They 
represented a class of people that the 
homeless grow to hate. | would have told 
those smiling do gooders off too 

So often | feel as though you have 
been given everything, and in return are 
so distant from suffering that you do not 
know what it is like. | don't say these 
things to hurt you, nor do | say these 
things to draw a pity party on poor ri- 
diculous Joe Haveman. | say these things 
because | really want to be understood, | 
really want you to understand, and | re- 
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ally want to challenge you to break 
through walls many of you do not see. 
| lived the punk life and learned about 
hunger, street life, poverty, abuse from 
society and the law, and the contempt of 
middle class people as they passed by. 
| Know people who are dirt poor and 
heard people here call their likes bums, 
and lazy vagrants. | saw many things as 
they really are — not as | was brought 
up to believe. That culture will never leave 
my conscience. When | first read the 
gospels | was furious at the church be- 
cause | had a good understanding of what 
Jesus ministry to the poor meant. | 
thought Christians were hypocritical, not 
blest. After my lifelong hostility toward 
the middle class | have been found by 
God and brought to a school of mainly 
middle class people. | have been forced 
to deal with some very deep resent- 
ments and assumptions. 
| don't mean to be assertive to you 
all the time. | feel so out place. | want 
you to change the world because you 
have been given the Holy Spirit. | want 
you to read the Bible outside of your 
lifestyle and tradition so that your inter- 
pretation doesn't herma-neuter you. Go 
out and serve those poor, and do not 
separate yourself from those who are 
suffering. Make your body a sacrifice. 
Please do not chase after the wind. 
Do not be far from those that are hurting 
and thirsting. Don't look down at those 
who are addicted to alcohol and drugs 
as criminals who deserve jail time, but 
hold them and pray for them. Don't be 
so far from the suffering of a pregnant 
woman that your religious picket sign 
drives her away from God at the abortion 
clinic. Do not be irrelevant to the needs 
of the earth because you only see it as 
you step from the house to the car. Deal 
with the fact that many people will re- 
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‘sent your religion because it is associ- 
ated with the middle class life. Do our 
prayer lives show our concern for the ur- 
gent needs of people in this world? 

Do you separate yourself from suf- 
fering with your T.V. and movies? Are 
your clothes made in sweatshop condi- 
tions, so that you are buying into 
something that keeps people poor, and 
not challenging it with the gospel? By 
the amount of gasoline you use and your 
subscription to American Dream maga- 
zine do you find yourself drifting away 
from the urgent needs of the world? By 
eating whatever whenever, by being clean, 
in having all the western comforts, do you 
separate yourself from suffering? By driv- 
ing by that hitch hiker, instead of 
evangelizing him, do you turn away from 
a needy human being? In being con- 
cerned with your money and assets, and 
your personal well being, do you sepa- 
rate yourself from the poor? By looking 
down at those who can not dress “prop- 
erly” for church, do you push them away? 
Do you fail to act because you are afraid? 

| am warning and pleading with you 
because | know something of what! am 
talking about. | am sorry for assuming 
that you are all spoiled children who al- 
ways got their way. It is a blessing if 
you have never been hurt, not a fault. | 
cannot expect you to understand the mud 
| have tracked into my walk with the Lord 
and what | have been dealing with since 
| have sobered up. To me, being a Chris- 
tian is a matter of life and death, because 
if | lose Jesus, | lose my will to go on, 
The only peace | have is the refuge of 
God. If only you knew how hard | try. 
Please be real to those who suffer. Vol- 
unteer at places, take them in, clothe 
them, feed them, love them, care. Their 
lives depend on it. 
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The opinions expressed in this paper 
are not necessarily those of Redeemer 
College’s student body, faculty, or ad- J 
ministration. 

crown is published 12 times per aca- 
demic year. It is strictly regulated by 
five different administrators bodies. 

It is funded by the students of Re- 
deemer College and by advertising. 

Letters to the editor may sent to the 
address above, mailed on campus via 
Redeemer's intra-campus mail (ICM), 
saved on the crown disc, emailed to 
“crown@redeemer.on.ca” or slipped 
under the door of the crown office 
(room 126). 

Letters to the editor may be edited for 
brevity and clarity and will be printed 
as space permits. Anonymous sub- 
missions will not be published, unless 
we want to. Submissions for the next 
issue must be received by Thursday, 
March 1 2001. 

Subscription enquiries may be ad- 
dressed to the crown. 

Spelling slips...see back page for the 
editor’s own count... 

crown is published by students but is 
dedicated to the entire Redeemer Col- 
lege community. 

These two pages are dedicated to 
Samuel Adams, who said “The right 
to freedom being the gift of God, it is 
not in the power of man to alienate 
this gift and voluntarily become a 
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slave.” 


“If we maintain our faith in God, our 
love of freedom, and superior global 
air power, | think we can look to 
future with confidence.” General 
Curtis Lemay, Washington's 
Birthday Excercises, 1956 
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Re: Mark Veenstra’s reply to 
Joe Haveman 
Dear: Editors 

“I'll be honest with you, | usually 
never read the crown very much because 
| believe that most of the articles in it are 
not decently researched.” Sad but true, 
isn't it, Mark? 

With that in mind, why did you take 
your Bible passages (I Cor. 10:25-26, 
and Romans 14:2) so horribly out of con- 
text in order to support your position? | 
personally do eat meat, but | would never 
think of trying to justify that by quoting 
verses that deal with the issue (as | am 
sure your father would have told you) of 
whether or not Christians should eat 
meat that has been sacrificed to idols! 
Nor would | tell someone to “chew on 
Romans 14:2 for a little while” when verse 
one tells us not to pass judgment on dis- 
putable matters. 

Sigh. | suppose it was just another 
of those poorly-researched pieces that 
find their way into the crown. 

At least there is still the sports 
page. 

Kyle Spyksma, 


omnivore 
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Responsibility 
Dear Editors, 


Just a general rant, from a gal whose 
usually kinda quiet. 

There has been a lot of talk lately; in 
Chapel; at CITB; and early on, from Dr. 
Cooper about accountability, repentance, 
following God's laws, stewardship, etc. 
Why then, is it so hard to see some re- 
sults? Granted, spiritual growth means 
inner growth and it is not visible as a 
physical manifestation. However, we 
should be letting our faith be “visible” in 
the way we treat others (remember that 
commandment, “Do Unto Others?”) But, 
you know what? That does not mean just 
not being sarcastic to your dormies and 
pleasant to strangers you meet, or go- 
ing and doing Missions, saving the 
unsaved and not taking stock of the is- 
sues in your own life. “Do unto others” 
means so much more. It means taking 
responsibility for all areas of God's gifts 
to us, including the earth upon which we 
live. Treat the environment well. We hear 
a lot about this at Convocations, Open 
Forums and such, but is it acted out 
actively at Redeemer? No. There is still 
too much food waste in the dorms; too 
many people doing dishes by constantly 
running the hot water, instead of filling 
up the sink; too many Styrofoam cups 
being used for soup, when people could 
“lug a mug" and too many throw away 
items being used at receptions. After 
opening Convocation, in which we heard 
about being good stewards for God, we 
then proceeded to the front lobby for cof- 
fee in throw away cups. ‘Tis inconsistent. 

| know the argument from various 
departments that making changes cost 
money, which Redeemer says we don't 
have, but we can make small changes 
ourselves. 3 years ago | 
brought this suggestion 
up to Student Senate and 
nothing was done. Lug 
your own mug, take re- 
sponsibility for the tiny bit 
of God's great earth you 
are living in. Think about 
the waste and where it 
goes when it leaves here 
and how much energy and waste is in- 
volved in producing some of the throw 
away items used So much. 

There is much talk here at Redeemer 
about being good stewards, yet, it is hard 
to see it manifested in ways friendly to 
the environment. We have recycling in 
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place, which is a start. Yet, there are so 
many copies of notices from various de- 
partments and even the Crown, that just 
get thrown into the garbage, instead of 
people taking the time to place what they 
don't want in the Recycle Box. Is this 
apathy, callousness or general igno- 
rance? 

Do unto others; this means do unto 
the Janitorial department as well. Don't 
leave your garbage in hallways or on 
tables set out for everyone to use. Put 
recycling where it belongs. No one is so 
important that they can assume others 
will clean up after them. Don't drop your 
cigarette butts or spit your gum out where 
the lovely ladies and lads of our Janito- 
rial department have to clean up after you. 

Do unto others: Don't suggest you 
are worthy of special considerations, if it 
means someone may get into trouble and 
there is no valid reason for it. Don't ask 
for keys to rooms you should not be in 
(it causes liability issues for the Health 
and Safety department). 

Don't ask your dormies to lie to your 
parents when they call and ask where 
you are. Do unto others: this means driv- 
ing slowly in our parking lots and 
roadways. We have people with disabili- 
ties, limited sight, students pushing carts 
of food and children from the Daycare, 
as well as the rest of the students/staff/ 
faculty. Search your heart; why is it nec- 
essary to drive like a maniac around 
campus? Whom are you trying to im- 
press? The speed bumps were put in to 
help, after it was decided in various de- 
partments to do something. It is nota 
“students against the Maintenance De- 
partment” issue. There are many 
departments and many individuals who 
care about the safety of students involved 
in the decision to install speed bumps. 
Don't park in a spot that is not desig- 
nated for your use. If you assume you 
are important enough to take someone 
else’s spot, or a wheelchair or visitors 
spot, you are placing yourself above oth- 
ers. Why drive from third parking lot to 
the school? This is so environmentally 
unfriendly. It is harder on a car to be driven 
for such a short distance, and you usu- 
ally end up parking in Siberia anyway. It 
is lazy. If you buy into the argument that 
Cars are meant to get you from pointA to 
point B in complete luxury and that you 
are entitled to park right next to the door 
all the time, you accept the secular, 
marketing world’s concept that we are 
autonomous and deserving of such spe- 
cial treatment. 

Do unto others: don’t interrupt 
classes by talking. Respect those that 
do actually want to be there and listen to 
the prof. Be on time and don't interrupt. 
When there are tests, don't talk if you've 
finished early. Be on time for whatever 
commitments you have; be it rehears- 
als, classes, meetings, devotions, work, 
etc. If you can't, be considerate and let 
the other party know. 

Do unto others: don’t blame your 
mg RA/HA, girlfriend, 
dormie, whomever, for 
your bad study habits. 
If you've not taken the 
time to study for a test, 
don't blame those 
around you for your 
lack of responsibility. 
Placing unwarranted 
guilt on another is un- 
fair. Getting a degree is 
not a game and requires a view of the 
“big picture.” If you just live for the mo- 
ment and don't follow God's leading when 
he is suggesting you do that necessary 
thing, instead of the fun thing you want 
to do with your friends (1 am paraphras- 


ing Greg's recent Chapel talk a bit here) 
don't blame anyone else when you get 
your grades. There are tools here for you 
to learn how to study and if you choose 
not to use them and only study two hours 
for a midterm exam, live gracefully with 
the consequences of your own actions 
Due to legal considerations, copyright 
issues and necessary disclaimers, the 
following needs to be said: “The com- 
ments in this article are based on “real 
life situations” and are intended to be 
taken seriously.” 

Susan J. Creer 


Advice 


Dear Editors: 

Here's some advice for all of you who 
insist on debating the vegetarian/carni- 
vore issue. Numerous articles could of 
course be written on this topic, with any 
number of Biblical verses adduced in the 
cause of either side, but why don't we 
just save ourselves some time? It's re- 
ally quite simple, actually. “In everything 
the middle course is best: all things in 
excess bring trouble to men.” Plautus’ 
advice, though not Biblical, is nonethe- 
less sound. Moreover, live and eat to 
some extent according to your means 
and environment. That is to say, if you 
live in Korea as my brother does, don't 
buy sixty-dollar steaks, but rather, eat 
seaweed: it's cheap and tasty, apparently. 

On the other hand, if you live in North- 
western Ontario (as | do, when I’m not 
attending this august institution), hunt 
down, kill and eat all the healthy moose 
you can find, or at least as many as the 
not-so-august government will allow. Eat 
it and enjoy it. That's what it’s there for. 
And, if you live somewhere in between, 


eat whatever comes your way—burgers 
broccoli, bacon or beans—without being 
silly and pretentious. There: that wasn't 
so difficult, now was it? One final word of 
advice: don't take yourselves so seri- 
ously. Nobody else does 

Rietje van Arragon 
—— de 


Stealing 
Dear Editors 


| am concerned about stealing in our 
university. To the person who took the 
clock from another student's personal 
bag — perhaps you do not realize that 
this immature action is labelled as steal- 
ing, No matter what your reason for doing 
so. What would wisdom do? 

To the students who play games on 
the computers in the library, even though 
you've been asked not to— perhaps you 
do not realize you are immaturely steal- 
ing time from your fellow students, who 
genuinely need use of the computers for 
their school work. What would wisdom 
do? 

To the students who help themselves 
to the cafeteria dishes; office and library 
tools such as rulers and pens; another 
student's jacket, clothes, or personal 
items — perhaps you do not realize you 
are stealing. What would wisdom do? 

By stealing, you are allowing the 
crime to control you, instead of you con- 
trolling it. Ask yourself what Jesus would 
do? and sincerely ponder why you steal 
What are your motives? Why do you hurt 
yourself and others? Is it really worth it? 
Do you feel great or lousy afterwards? 
God’s commandment is: Thou shalt not 
steal. 

Anonymous 
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Pro-Life Week at Redeemer 


Beth Luchies 

During Pro-Life Awareness Week, 
many students filled out surveys address- 
ing the truths and myths of abortion. Of 
49 individuals surveyed, 22 were male, 
27 were female, and a fairly equal rep- 
resentation of the age groups. 98% 
stated that they were pro-life, and 51% 
had been involved in pro-life events of 
some kind. How did we do when it 
came down to the hard truth? See for 
yourself. 

When asked: Up to what month 
are abortions legal in Canada? 

4% of respondents said 1 month 

12% said 3 months 

35% said 6 months 

49% said birth 


Abortions are legal in Canada up © 


until and during birth. As long as the 
baby is not fully delivered, he/she is 
not recognized a human being by the 
law 

When asked: Are abortions cov- 
ered by most medical plans? 

71% said yes 

27% said no 

Abortions are covered by most 
medical plans 

When asked: Do most women 
have abortions due to medical reasons 
or rape? 

8% said yes 

92% said no ! 

Abortions done because of medi- 


cal reasons or rape make upless than, 


5% of all abortions performed 

When asked: At what week does a 
baby’s heart start beating? 

63% said week 4 

31% said week 10 

2% said week 217 

A baby’s heart starts beating during 
the fourth week of life 

When asked: At what age is a girl 
allowed to have an abortion without pa- 
rental consent? 

31% said age 16 

45% said age 18 

6% said age 19 

18% said any age 

Here in Canada, a girl can have an 
abortion at ANY age without parental 
consent 

When asked: How many abortions 


Farewell 


Julie Harvey 

| read Jamie Hofing’s commen- 
tary about how the Crown has become 
a place where people just complain 
back and forth and tear each other 
down. For the most part, | sadly 
agree. But | dont just want to agree 
and leave it at that. | want to do my 
part. So, from his inspiration, | decided 
to write an article, despite my busy 
schedule, because the Crown is our 
paper and we all are a part of this 
community in some way or another 

As a fourth year, | am starting to 
become reflective, and no it is not be- 
cause | am getting old (mind you, that 
is what my friends would say — but 
only at arms length, because they 
know | would kick their butts!!) Any- 
way, | look back at all | have been 
through at Redeemer and | see how 
much fun | have had. | remember all 
my fun times in the dorms. As a first 
year, | remember coming here scared 
stiff and not sure what was going to 


volume 18,issue 7, page 4 


occur in Canada per year, we were given 
numerous answers, from in the hundreds 
to the millions. Over 110 000 abortions 
occur in Canada each year and the num- 
ber is increasing. That means that every 


| Pro-life speaker Jakki Jeffs spokein J 


the Dining Room during Pro-Life 
week. 


5 minutes a baby dies from an abortion. 

When asked: What percent of the 
unborn are murdered by abortion? 

10% said 2% 

18% said 10% © 

53% said 25% 

16% said 50% 

One-fourth, or 25% of all pregnan- 
cies are terminated by abortions. 

When asked: Is abortion directly re- 
lated to breast cancer? 

53% said true 

47% said false 

This is true. There is a definite cor- 
relation between breast cancer and 
abortion 

When asked: Can you name the 
different types of abortions available only 


happen to me. As a second year, liv- 
ing with the people who had now 
become my friends, no longer strang- 
ers. My third year, | had the honor of 
being an RA and got to be with some 
of the most amazingly awe- 
some girls | have ever known! 
| learned so much and | had a 
blast! Thank you girls for be- 
ing awesome! Now in my fourth 
year, | ask where the time went. 
Living off campus now with my 
friends, | realize how fast this 
trip goes. So| guess what | want 
to emphasize is enjoy your 
days at Redeemer! Sure, there will be 
hard times, even horrible times. But 
there will also be amazing times. It 
sounds so cliche but it is true! Each 
year goes by faster than before and 
before you know it , you are done! 
So if you are here at Redeemer, con- 
sider yourself blessed! God has 
brought you here for a reason. Some 
of these reasons may be to stretch 


to 


39% of respondents could correctly iden- 
tify at least one type of abortion. There 
are 10 different types in total. 

When asked: Do women who have 
abortions experience miscarriages at a 
much higher rate than normal? 

96% said yes 

4% said no 

This is true. If an expectant mother 
has had a previous abortion, she faces a 
200% increased risk of a miscarriage. 

When asked: Is it true that women 
who have had abortions often experience 
no psychological side effects? 

4% saidtrue 

96% said false. 

This is false. Asurvey of post-abor- 


| tive women found that 28% attempted 
suicide, 31% experienced suicidal feel- 


ings, 60% commented that the decision 
to abort made their lives worse, and 94% 
regretted the decision to abort. 

So where do we go from here? What 
can you do? You can become informed. 
Join Redeemer For Life, or other pro-life 
agencies or organizations. You can pray. 
Pray for the pro-life movement, pray that 
the eyes of abortion doctors will be 
opened, pray for all the women consid- 
ering abortion as an option, and pray for 
those women who have undergone abor- 
tions, that they might experience healing 
and forgiveness in their lives. 

Please, don’t write this whole thing 
off as a once-a-year kind of thing, don't 
just turn away and forget everything 
you've seen and heard these past few 
weeks. You have the ability to make a 
difference. 


you and teach you things you never 
thought you needed to learn. Maybe 
this is preparation ground for what He 
is calling you to do! My prayer for you 
all is that you will realize what a bless- 
ing this place is, despite its faults, 
which all institutions have. Look 
at the big picture and be 
blessed! At Redeemer, | have 
learned so much and | have 
grown so much as a person be- 
ing here. | have been humbled 
by others and | have learned to 
be open to other denominations 
and their ideas. | can truly say 
that | am a lot less judgmental and 
narrow minded than when | came 
here. This is due to the profs who 
work so hard to get across what they 
have taken hours and hours to learn 
themselves and then pass onto us. 
Also, dorm life and being in such close 
quarters with different personalities 
stretches you and causes you to be- 
come a more well rounded person. 


Rede 


emer 


Friends that you make here are 
people that, at first, you might think 
you have nothing to say to, but sud- 
denly you discover that their 
difference is what makes them 
worthwhile and you can learn to 
appreciate them and learn from 
them. What | think is most special 
about this place is the friendliness 
and the sense of community it has. 
When | go home to Mississauga, | 
really notice the difference. The re- 
lationships there are a lot less close 
and in my opinion, people have lost 
the sense of what community really 
is. Redeemer has taught me what it 
is. | never would have known what | 
was missing if | had not come here, 
| never would have experienced 
such community and for that | say, 
“Thanks Redeemer — God's bless- 
ing to you in the future. | will miss 
you terribly.” 
a 


PQ 
BLUES 


Dave Viasblom 

The situation in the Quebec sepa- 
ratist camp is looking pretty bleak lately. 
First it was the poor showing of the Bloc 
Quebecois Party in last November's fed- 
eral election; then, last month, Quebec's 
popular sovereigntist Premier Lucien 
Bouchard suddenly and unexpectedly 
resigned. To add to their problems, last 
week the apparent successor to the de- 
parting premier, Deputy Premier Bernard 
Landry, has recently made embarrass- 
ing remarks about the Canadian flag, 
Calling it “bits of red rag.” Interest in sepa- 
ratism appears to be waning. The latest 
poll (COMPAS, January) indicates that 
a mere 37% of Quebeckers support sepa- 
ration from Canada. Just six years ago, 
the sovereigntists appeared to be win- 
ning; they won 49.6% of the vote in 
Quebec's sovereignty referendum of 
1995. The BQ was then the Official Op- 
position in the federal government, and 
provincially the PQ enjoyed high levels 
of support. Today, the PQ trails in popu- 
larity well behind Jean Charest's federalist 
Liberal Party. It is reported that Quebec 
young people are particularly apathetic 
towards sovereignty. It would appear that 
Quebecois culture is in no danger of ex- 
tinction, after all. In fact, in recent years, 
Quebec's French-speaking majority has 
squeezed out much of the English- 
speaking minority. Quebec’s cultural laws 
are arguably among the most stringent 


in the world, and have won criticism from 


province; Quebec has a privileged posi- 
tion in Canada’s supreme court and 
senate. For the last three decades, Que- 
bec politicians have dominated Canadian 
politics, and this has worn hard on feel- 
ings of isolation. Much of the old sense 
of grievance has been lost. Does Que- 
bec sovereignty have a future? 


MULTICULTURAL UNITY 


Shane Pennells 

In my twenty years on this planet, | 
have had the opportunity of travelling all 
over the world, And as my nickname of 
Indy (after Indiana Jones) would suggest, 
| have gotten myself in some strange 
adventures. I've been in the middle of a 
riot in Israel, fallen out of a boat while 
white water rafting in the Rockies, and 
done cattle herding in the Midwest — 
horseback riding, shotgun and all. 

On my trips to the far reaches of our 
world, | have started to notice something 
that surprises me. It seems that no mat- 


Awesome Words 


Jenn Veenstra 

| was never allowed to use the word 
‘awesome’ in my house as a kid. It was 
like a swear word — totally off limits and 
if | did use it, it could be counted on that 
| would get a severe rebuke from my 
mother. | thought she was totally un- 
cool. (this was the time of the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles — | was so out if | 
didn’t speak the “radical” jive!) My mom 
always had this saying that “Only God 
is awesome,” and therefore my brothers 
and | could only use that word if we were 
talking about God. How stupid, right? 

Well, | must confess that after the 
Staley Lecture open forum with Dr. Best, 
| changed my mind and now | think my 
mom was right. One thing that really 
impacted me was the idea that our cul- 
ture has lost its reverence for speech. 


VA? On the 


Kimberly Furtney 

It is easy to tell who is a member of 
the VA’ team here at Redeemer — just 
wait for an En Route day, and look for 
our bright red vests. Most of you have 
probably seen us giving a tour to a group 
of students (or seniors) at one point or 
another, but aside from that, the VA? team 
may seem like a bit of a mystery. Per- 
haps | can give you a better idea of our 
job here at Redeemer. A VA? (Volunteer 
Admissions Ambassador) team member 
has many roles in showing off our school 
— giving campus and dorm tours to pro- 
spective students, answering parents’ 
and students’ questions, hosting over- 
night guests, and basically anything else 
that has to do with campus visiting. In 
the past, this has included running the 
major campus visiting weekend, New 
Horizons. This year, New Horizons has 
been replaced with extra En Route days. 
Our goal is to give visiting students an 
accurate and enjoyable experience of 
what Redeemer is really like on a day- 


to-day basis, and En Route days fulfill 


this job (New Horizons did not). VA? is 


an excellent way to not only become in- 
volved in Redeemer life, but also to meet 


had. She talked of very difficult things that 


people and tell prospective students why 
we love Redeemer. 

As a member of the VA? team, | en- 
joy hosting students overnight, giving 
tours, and meeting with the students who 
are interested in coming here. While be- 
ing on this team, | have prayed that God 
would use me not simply to relate all the 
great aspects of Redeemer to these pro- 
spective students, but perhaps to minister 
to someone who might need to hear a 
bit more about Jesus. | was pretty sur- 
prised when God decided to reverse these 
roles, 

| was hosting a student one particu- 
lar evening, and as we were all getting 
ready for bed, she told me that she re- 
ally wanted to talk with me. She said that 
all day she had asked God for a person 
to talk to that evening, and she thought 
it was me. | was a bit surprised, but | 
thought that maybe God was going to 
use me in some way that night, and he 
would let me know what | should do. 

| don't even know how to describe 


_the conversation that followed, because 


| was so completely overwhelmed by how 
much amazing, steadfast faith this girl 


ter where we go, we are not that differ- 
ent. We just have different approaches 
to situations. For example, | spent time 
as an army cadet and hated my training 
| visited an army base in Israel, and the 
soldiers my age hated their training just 
as much as | hated mine. As | write this, 
| have the chat program ICQ running in 
the background, and | am in the middle 
of a conversation with a film student in 
Turkey. Our conversation is about how 
films have gone downhill in the past 10 
years. Hmm. | know | could just as eas- 
ily be having this conversation with one 


of you reading this 

As | have wandered the globe | have 
seen all sorts of traditions, festivities, and 
observances. Every place has its own 
way of commemorating events. And yet, 
there is a certain pattern to how we do 
things. | always find displays of ethnic 
pride interesting, from Toronto's Caribana, 
to Dr. Plantinga’s obsession with being 
Friesian 

| grew up in Toronto, the most 
multicultural city in the world, and it sur- 
prises me that even though there are 
literally hundreds of different ethnic 
groups, each of them still has similari- 


' ties. Everyone has to worry about money, 
I and where the next meal will come from 
I They want to care for their families and 
Every good experience today is “incred-§ provide for them. But most of all, every- 
ible’. The party was “awesome,” and the § one wants love. The world over, everyone 
movie was "amazing" etc. etc. Because § wants to be loved and love another. 
of this, one must ask, what words are Like | mentioned before. | have been 
left to describe God - the unimagined , everywhere and no matter how different 
imaginator, the uncreated creator? i people are, everyone still has those prob- 
There's no one like Him yet we use the ® jems that everyone else does. Aman in 
same words to describe a day at the ® Helsinki, Finland puts on his pants the 
beach. Be honest — it makes no sense # same way a man in Brisbane Australia 
to use a word that means inspiring rever- i puts on his...one leg at a time. 
ential fear or wonder when talking about J As | look around Redeemer. | see 
the latest episode of Survivor. We've many different backgrounds: English, 
wasted all our superlatives. J French, Kenyan, Russian, German, Hai- 
Dr. Best pointed out that the scrip-§ tian, Brazilian, Malaysian, Jewish, 
tures are temperate of language. Theg Japanese, Scottish, American and Na- 
apostle Paul and the Psalmist don't say, tive Canadian. Oh, I’m pretty sure we 
that everything is wonderful. Scripture is | have some Dutch people here too. Last 
often understated. Looking at the Psalms i year whenever | sat down in class | could 
you'll find that they are simple yet, beau-" be assured that | was sitting beside 
tiful. There is nota word of extravagance I people with a different nationality, and | 
nor is anything exaggerated f found that to be really interesting. The 
in any Psalm. The words that different ways of doing things, and differ- 
| express the highest degree or J ent styles of food, though | think | will 
quality are saved to praise the pass on the kail. 
Lord. | agree with Dr. Best Even though we are so different, we 
that we say so many things are still the same. We all look for truth 
without thinking about whats and some sort of salvation, even if it is in 
they really mean, so that as 12 myriad of religions ranging from Chris- 
time goes by the definitions * tianity to Buddhism to Atheism. And even 
change. | honestly can't think © in Christianity, there is a myriad of de- 
of aword to describe God that! nominations, from Pentecostal to 
| haven't used in any other Christian Reformed. And yet one thing 
way before. I remains the same in all Christian denomi- 
] nations: we still come to worship God. 


{ See? As much as we are different, 
. re) ch J we are the same. And that is why | have 


she had to deal with in her life, and yet 


how she had complete faith that Jesus J 


would work things out for her. She did 
not have one single doubt that Jesus 


would see her through these incredibly tl 


tough struggles, and she asked me to 
pray for her. | was so moved and encour- 
aged by her testimony, that it shocked 
me into taking a good hard look at my 


never understood racial wars. The same 


} God created us all. And yet made us all 


different, unique. As | sit here, | wonder 
why we just don't get along and the only 
reason | can think of is pride. The idea 
that somehow we are better than some 
other race. If only we could learn from 
each other instead of fighting against each 


I other. Maybe someday we will realize 


that God created us for the same pur- 


own life. Sometimes | think that | have # Pose: love. It's probably never going to 


daily struggles to face, and | wonder why 
Jesus doesn't just take these burdens 


| happen, but if it did, we would prove 
j that Louis Armstrong was right: What 


from me. Little did | know | needed a re- J 4 Wonderful World. 


minder that Jesus sees us through our 
struggles, and that the key to getting 
through them is faith. | have never met 
someone who has such a strong faith, 
and | was overcome that God had sent 
someone to remind me of how much | 
need to remember what it means to have 
faith. It is strange how we sometimes 
think that perhaps we will be able to min- 
ister to someone, yet God has other 
plans in mind. | didn't know that | needed 
that reminder until | was talking to her. 

| think it is pretty cool that God uses 
asmall event like hosting a student over- 
night to remind us of His Greatness. | 
have learned a lot more from being on 
VA? than how to give tours! 
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Joe Haveman 

| must be clear with you. | apologize 
for what | wrote in my Dec. 13” editorial. 
| should have tackled the vegetarian is- 
sue with more tact, and this is my second 
attempt. Please read through this slowly. 
You can cross reference the next few 
paragraphs with a book in our library, pub- 
lished by the Calvin College Theological 
institute. It's called Earth Keeping in the 
Nineties, edited by Loren Wilkinson. 
Don't take my word for it — look for your- 
self, read other books, search the Internet 
and take Environmental Science 101. 


Loss of LAND AND 
RESOURCES 

Jeremiah 12:11-13 speaks of the 
land being laid to waste because nobody 
cared. Extensive use of fertilizer, pesti- 
cides, and unhealthy methods of farming 
are reducing the world's yield of crops. 
Land is becoming less productive be- 
cause humans are extracting as much 
out of it as they can. Land needs to re- 
cuperate (Ex.20:8-11). 50 million tonnes 
of plant nutrients, phosphorus, nitrogen, 
and potassium, are lost yearly from U.S. 
crop land. Much of it goes into the wa- 
tershed creating too much fertilization in 
the water. This chokes the life out of the 
water and bacteria such as E-Coli can 
be attributed to this. 

Ezekiel 34:18-19 says it is sinful to 
lay waste to the land so others can not 
eat. If the land is being less productive, 
how does urban expansion contribute to 
this problem? The result of urban expan- 
sion in the U.S. accounts for 1 to 3 million 
acres of farm land lost annually. With the 
population exploding, there is an urgent 
need for farmland. If farmland is being 
paved over by cities and the land that is 
left is becoming less productive, it must 
be used more carefully to feed a large 
population. If Americans reduced their 
meat intake by 10%, it would free up the 
amount of land that it takes to feed 60 
million people a protein rich vegetarian 
diet. 20 people living on a fully vegetar- 


ian diet equal the same land usage as 1 
does eating a meat based diet. By the 
way, 60 million people die of starvation 
every year. 

One third of the North American 
ground surface is devoted to grazing. Half 
of American crop land is used to grow 
livestock feed. The world’s 1.3 billion 
cows require an unbelievable amount of 
resources. Producing 1 pound of beef 
requires 16 pounds of grains and soy- 
beans, 2500 gallons of water and the 
equivalent of 1 gallon of gasoline. Live- 


stock production accounts for more than 


half of all water consumption in the 
United States. This-in addition to 100 
million tonnes of methane gas (which 
traps 25 times as much heat as CO?) 
that cows add to the atmosphere yearly, 
increasing global warming. 

As a country grows economically, 
food demands grow higher. People eat 
too much food, creating many health and 
weight problems. The food of choice is 
meat. Meat production is a wasteful en- 
deavor with 90% of the energy input lost. 
Growing grains, vegetables and fruits 
uses less than 5% of the raw materials 
that meat production does. If this is not 
an environmental issue, | don't Know what 
is, The book, Fifty Things You Can Do 
To Save the Planet, highlights these is- 
sues as important for the committed. 

Meat production is responsible for 


deforestation and species loss. 220 mil- . 


lion acres of land in the U.S. has been 
cleared for grazing purposes. Southern 
Ontario was not created farmland. The 
combined deforested areas in the rain 
forest used for livestock production are 
the size of Austria (25 million acres). 


Many say that some land cannot be used 


for high quality vegetable production. It 
sounds like a nice argument until you 
come to understand that cutting down 
forests only to realize later that the land 
isn't very fruitful is not a great excuse. 
The slowing of meat consumption might 
allow for forests to be replanted. Could 
southern Ontario have its bear, wolves 
and moose back? 


op% 3 een’ «@ RES NESTE SE EY eee 


Shean 
’ > eS ae 


The Last Word: A Much More Scientific Approach te" an 


IMPROPER TREATMENT OF — 


ANIMALS 

The production of meat is something 
else to seriously question. There are 
horror stories of genetic manipulation in 
animals to make them produce more than 
the Lord created them to. Cannibalism 
is Known to happen among chickens 
when they are highly crowded. When 
this becomes a problem, 
to saw their beaks off. There are cases 
of institutionalized cannibalism within 
beef production which is what some au- 
thorities have blamed mad cow disease 
on. In many cases, dead cows are ground 
into a protein feed to be given to livestock. 
These atrocities happen within the con- 
text of a type of farming called factory 
farming. 

Nearly all meat consumed in North 
America comes from highly industrialized 
farms. This is not an exaggeration. 
Flocks of chickens range anywhere be- 
tween 20,000 and 100,000 birds, often 
greatly exceeding these numbers. Tim 
Cooper writes in Green Christianity (avail- 
able in R.U.C. library) about the farming 
conditions in England. He says that most 
egg laying hens are found with raw necks, 
deformed feet, tattered feathers, pale 
combs, abscesses and sores after their 
term as an egg making machine. He 
claims that 96% of egg laying hens are 
kept in cages 18 inches by 20 inches 
with four or more birds in a cage so that 
the chickens can not spread their wings. 
These birds are bred out of the need for 
a stimulating environment where they can 
not partake in dust bathing, wing flap- 
ping, preening and scratching the ground 


for food. The temperatures are kept hot 


and light intensity inside remains high 
for up to 17 hours a day. Broiler chick- 
ens stand on sloping wire mesh and are 
mechanically fed. Tim Cooper says that 
a survey in 1989 found that a third of bat- 
tery hens had broken bones prior to 
slaughter. Proverbs 12:10-11 commands 
us to treat our animals well. Proverbs 
23:20-21 advises to not join those who 


people began 


lied tic sccsaoh akiadiisehies 
on meat. What is gorging if a piece of 
meat the size of your palm provides 
enough protein to last a human a week? 
Should our beer, wings and fast food cul- 
ture be institutionalizing gorging so that 


only cruelty can provide as much meat 


as everyone desires? Proverbs 20:17 
says that food gained by fraud tastes 
sweet. 

Veal calves are given special low iron 
diets to produce pale and tender meat 
and are kept in small pens to prevent the 
toughening of their muscles. Dairy cows 
undergo continuous cycles of pregnan- 
cies but are denied the job of being a 
mother. The slaughter house is a brutal 
end to a life imprisonment. Pigs don't fare 
much better. Proverbs 27:23 says that 
you should know the condition of your 
flocks. | challenge you to search for “fac- 
tory farms” on the internet. You will find 
over 103,000 pages on the subject, and 
300,000 on “industrial farming.” 

These institutionalized cruelties are 
justified by a culture obsessed with the 
image of meat eating. Is it because of 
fear that money and tradition win over 
common sense and stewardship? Many 
people believe that changing our meat 
eating practices will create an economic 
problem. This argument doesn't take into 
consideration that as a demand for some- 
thing is reduced, the demand for 
something else increases. 

Proverbs 15:17 says that it is better 
to have a meal of vegetables in love, than 
a meal of meat in hate. Does modern 
meat eating coincide with the Biblical 
notion of shalom, of right relationships in 
the context of our society? | am not will- 
ing to say that eating meat is okay. !f | 
could, these facts deny all other aspects 
their validity. Rich companies sell their 


_cheap meat on television using tactics 


that are proven to work. The general public 
is not exposed to both sides of the argu- 
ment, but assumes that vegans are 
extremists who need to lighten up and 
enjoy some bacon. This is a pop culture 
phenomenon. | dare you to be different. 


THE RIGHTEOUS VEGGIE PATH 


Theodore Plantinga 

How did | get 
on the Righteous 
Veggie Path? 
Good question. | 
was named after a 
butcher — my 
grandfather, Thede 
Bakker. | know that 
he should have 
been a baker, but 
' he came from a 
ee = family of carpen- 
a 4 
™ ters. | have meat in 
the blood of one side of the family, so to 
speak. My dad was in the meat produc- 
tion business when he died unexpectedly 
at the age of 59. His kind of meat pro- 
duction was what some of the literature 
now calls “factory farming.” He worked 
for a company that supplied feed to farm- 
ers: earlier in his life he sold real estate 
and did other things as well. Some of 
my siblings were involved in the meat 
production business. | used to help out 
in the barn! At present no member of my 
family is involved in “factory farming. 

By now you're thinking that 

there must have been another influence 
on me, indeed there was — my wife. She 
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set out on the Righteous Veggie Path a 
month before me. | followed her, and I've 
never regretted it. But rather than tell a 
story about my life, I’d like to use the 
space allotted me to explain why you 
should get on the Righteous Veggie Path 
too. 

To begin with, it's fun. You al- 
ways have something to talk about. 
People feel uneasy around you. They 
suspect you are silently reproaching 
them because they have the flesh of pigs 
stuck between their teeth. (They're right, 
of course, but you never admit it aloud. ) 
That's reason number one. 

| think | should have begun with 
the Bible: “And God said, ‘Behold, | have 
given you every plant yielding seed which 
is upon the face of all the earth, and ev- 
ery tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food” (Genesis 1:29). Get 
the hint? That's reason number two 

A third reason is that there's a 
lot of bad stuff in the meat offered for 
human consumption nowadays. “Bad 
stuff’ includes hormones and antibiotics 
added to the feed of many animals that 
are raised for slaughter. Can those ani- 
mal hormones have an effect on our 
physiology? | believe they can. And their 


use is increasing. Mind you, | haven't even 
gotten around to the question of Mad Cow 
Disease and its human equivalent. You 
can find out plenty about that subject by 
following the news. Or check the internet 
sometime to see what is done with dead 
cows. Find out what “rendering” means. 

A fourth reason to confine your 
eating to the plant kingdom is.that ani- 
mal-based food are hard on your system 
and difficult to digest. You know this from 
experience, but you don't like to admit 
it. When you pig out on turkey in the 
name of “thanksgiving,” you pay the price 
afterward. You'll stretch out on the couch 
while your overburdened digestive sys- 
tem tries valiantly to do something with 
all the flesh in your gut. If you were a 
carnivore, that flesh would get processed 
fairly quickly. Bet you're not a carnivore, 
so some of it may well wind up lodged in 
your colon for many years. The non-veg- 
etarian doctors know all about it. One of 
their standard pieces of advice for many 
ailments is: “Eat less meat; cut out red 
meat; and so forth." 

The fifth reason is the one Joe 
Haveman has already explained in these 
pages: meat-eating contributes to eco- 
nomic underdevelopment and helps to 


keep a good part of the world undernour- 
ished. When you drive past those 
beautiful fields of corn in the summer- 
time, remember that the food you see 
there is not for you or for hungry people 
in the third world — it's for animals to 
eat. And those animals will eventually 
wind up on your dinner table, where 
they will give you indigestion. 

The sixth reason to stay away 
from meat is that the meat business 
creates all kinds of environmental prob- 
lems. Talk to the folks in North Carolina, 
or in southwestern Manitoba, or in 
southern Alberta (all major hog-produc- 
ing territories). The wastes produced 
by great concentrations of large ani- 
mals being raised for slaughter are a 
threat especially to the integrity of the 


‘water supply. Plants are much more 


environmentally friendly. 

I've been teaching Asian phi- 
losophy at Redeemer for years. | used 
to report to my students that Gandhi 
says that eating meat makes people 
more inclined to be quarrelsome and 
engage in violence. Once | quit eating 
meat, | found out it was true! | haven't 
given anyone a fat lip since | took my 
steps down the Righteous Veggie Path 


Mos ital 
i 
re 


Dear Rajah, 

| would love to Know why the school 
insists on advertising itself as interde- 
nominational when it is so obviously 
Christian Reformed? Just by checking 
out the school website we find in admis- 
sions information the following: 
“Denominational Affiliation: interdenomi- 
national (33 denominations 
represented).” 

Yet, make a couple clicks of the 
mouse over to Job Opportunities and you 
will find this: “As a liberal arts and sci- 
ences university college rooted in -the 
reformed tradition of Christianity, 
we seek candidates who are 

committed to teaching and pur- 
suing scholarship from this 
perspective.” 

Furthermore, | don't under- 
stand how we can call ourselves 
interdenominational when even 
our degrees state "Redeemer Re- 
formed Christian College!” Yes, | 
understand that over 30 denomi- 
nations are perhaps represented, 
but that doesn't change the fact 
that the Christian Reformed per- 
spective is forced upon us 
students through the teaching per- 
spective, the teachers 
themselves, and the staff/faculty. 

If the school is going to claim 
to be interdenominational in order 
to get students to come here, then 
they should be Interdenomina- 
tional through and through. 

Wondering... B 


Dear Wondering, 

Wall, you certainly have good 
questions, but! felt | was not the 
best person to answer them. | 
took them to our very own Presi- 
dent, Justin Cooper who was glad 
that these issues were being raised and 
eager to give me some answers. Let me 
begin by explaining something that will 
probably answer many of your questions. 
This school does not teach in the Chris- 
tian Reformed tradition. It teaches the 
Reformed tradition of Christianity. Now 
many of you readers are probably think- 
ing to yourself... “Isn’t that the same 
thing?” 

President Cooper was nice enough 
to explain this to me. The Reformed tra- 
dition of Christianity attempts to 
incorporate Jesus Christ into everything 
in this world, especially education. When 
Redeemer says that they are seeking 
people who are “committed to teaching 
and pursuing scholarship from the Re- 
formed tradition of Christianity,” they 
mean people who are willing to empha- 
size Jesus as Lord of all of life, whether 
it be in society or culture or any other 
area you can think of. Scripture explains 
this to us and this is what Redeemer is 
trying to get across to its students. 

Now regarding the degrees and the 
name. True, they did say “Redeemer 
Reformed Christian College” but if you 
take a look at the degrees now, they will 
say “Redeemer University College.” The 
only reason that they ever said “Re- 
deemer Reformed Christian College” is 
because the government told the 
founders of the school that they had to 
put some kind Christian label on it, so 
the board opted for Reformed Christian 
College (not to be confused with Chris- 
tian Reformed). The government wanted 
to be able to put us in the same cat- 
egory as a Bible college, not a university. 

We as a student body now repre- 
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national praise sea worship Service, f 


sent 44 denominations and while there 
are a lot of people here that come from 
Christian Reformed backgrounds, many 
of the students are attending different 
denominations, exploring different views 
and enjoying the diversity in the different 
styles of praise and worship 

True, the majority of the founders of 
this school were from the Christian Re- 
formed Church, however this is only 
because a lot people from the Christian 
Reformed Church strongly encourage 
Christian education. The school is nota 
denominational school; Redeemer is not 


Church in the Box’s original mission state- 
ment was that it was to be an interdenomi- 


New 


are pictured here. Not shown is new. 


member Kristy Stevens 


owned by any denomination. 

In fact, our staff and faculty repre- 
sent about 12 different denominations, 
but they are all committed to teaching 
their students that Jesus Christ is a part 
of everything in our lives and our world. 
The students themselves should be able 
to see that in evefy course we take here 
at Redeemer, Jesus Christ is incorpo- 
rated into it in some way. Isn't it 
awesome? 

| believe that this view of education 


_is extremely important, and we are 


blessed to have a school that feels it is 
important for us to understand Jesus 
Christ in all aspects of life and to have 
staff and faculty ready to equip us with 
not only a degree on how to survive in 
the workplace but a degree on how to 
survive in this world as Christians. Thank 
you Redeemer. 

Rajah 


Dear Rajah, 

This is my idea of the ideal man. 
Could you find him for me, please? 

He has a very definite conservative 
streak that does not keep him from be- 
ing adventurous, imaginative and slightly 
impulsive. He is first and foremost a war- 
rior but Knows how to be gentle; he 
appreciates poetry and beautiful sunsets 
but not, of course, to the point of sappi- 
ness, He is honest and forthright, with a 
tendency to speak the truth even when it 
isn't welcomed, and loyal above all else. 
He is not emotionally sloppy. His love of 
and dedication to God must be the most 


. Important thing in his life, but not some- 


thing that he necessarily mentions every 


Dear R Ral ah, a brand new columt 


day; he is not the evangelizing type. He 
is a survivor in the sense that he would 
relish any new situation or location in 
which he found himself, and is never afraid 
to try new things, as long as they are 
not harmful or stupid: for example, he 
would never consider getting an earring 
or a tattoo, or go bungee jumping or sky- 
diving. He is able’ to compose a sonnet 
while stalking a partridge down a path 
He can make excellent omelets at a 
moment's notice and brings hot water 
bottles even when they have not been 
asked for. He is as comfortable with chop- 
ping wood as he is with cooking meals, 
and a shovel fits into his hands as easily 
as does a pen. He is able to laugh at 
himself every once in a while. He is nei- 
ther too protective nor too perfect, and 
he is a little dangerous when he gets 
annoyed. He believes in sharing, but not 
of everything, and understands that there 
are always some aspects to the past 
which must not be touched upon. He is 
willing to talk about any subject under 
the sun at any time of night or day. He Is 
much happier climbing a pyramid, going 
to a museum, or exploring a castle than 
lounging on the beach sipping pina 
coladas under a parasol. 
| don’t suppose you know anyone 
who fits these criteria, but if you do, could 
you tell him to hurry up and find me? I'm 
getting a little tired of waiting 
Thanks, 
Waiting 


Dear Waiting, 

Wow! I’m impressed with the amount 
of time and detail you have taken to set 
up your ideal and set your standards 
That is a very important step to take, for 
both men and women , to realize who 
they are looking for. That way Satan will 
not mislead them by sending a counter- 
feit. 

| commend you for this list of attrib- 
utes. | would like you to go over it and 
everything you can do without write 
“WDW’" (willing to do without). This leaves 
you with the essentials, but there must 
be some specifics on the list: Is he a 
man that doesn’t want to break God's 
heart? Does he have a vision? “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish.” (Pr. 
29:18 KJV) Take the time to really con- 
sider the qualities you are looking for: 
are some things really so important? | 
don't think you'll find too many men com- 
pasing a sonnet, let alone while “stalking 
a partridge down a path.” :) 

| understand your need for a signifi- 
cant other, but remember you need to 
first spend time and build up your rela- 
tionships with your True Husband. “For 
your Maker is your husband, the Lord 
Almighty is his name, the Holy one of 
Israel is your Redeemer; he is called the 
God of all the earth.” (Ils.54:5) Have you 
spent as much time thinking about Him 
as you have about “eligible” men? 

God wants to be our first Love and 
that will not happen unless we have inti- 
mate fellowship with Him. He created us, 
loves us deeply, and desires us to know 
Him fully. He cannot be our First Love if 
we focus all our emotional energy on 
another human. Once we are whole 
heartedly committed to God, He is able 
to direct our steps, cover us with His 
peace, and give us the wisdom we need 
to make sound decisions. It is then that 
God will expose the areas in our lives 
that need redesigning, rebuilding, or reno- 
vating. So | challenge you, what are you 
doing while you are waiting? | encourage 
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you to enjoy the days you are single 
not having to be responsible for a hus- 
band and kids, although that will be a 
wonderful experience when it comes! | 
cannot find this man for you, although 
I'm sure that God is preparing him for 
you right now. While you wait, surround 
yourself with other single friends, both 
men and women, and live your life to the 
fullest extent, giving glory to God in ev- 
erything. Volunteer at a Boys and Girls 
Club, help at an Old Age Home, volun- 
teer as a Chaperone at a high school 
dance, go on a mission trip. Allow your- 
self to be used by God in any way that 
He needs. Don't just sit there waiting for 
the ideal man (or ideal woman for the 
men), enhance your relationships with 
others, make a list of goals and start 
achieving them! But most of all, spend 
time getting to know your True Husband 
The following is a list of books that! 
have used for researching this question 
so if you are looking for more information 
on this subject, please pick up at least 
one of these books. They will prove to be 
very useful! “Making Dating Work - 
Boundaries in Dating” by Henry Clout and 
John Towsend, “| Kissed Dating Goodbye 
by Joshua Harris, “Knight in Shining 
Armour” by P.B. Wilson, “| Gave Dating 
a Chance” by Jeremy Clark, and “Boy 

Meets Girl” by Joshua Harris 
Rajah 
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Amber Sloan 
Christian musi¢ has come a long 
way over the past few ... SO Much 
so that many people don't recognize 
that bands are “Christian” when they 
hear them. No longer are Michael W. 
‘Smith and the Newsboys the only suc- 
cessful Christian artists. An array of 
Be. ie emerged in the Christian 
. Christian artists are ap- 
ae ag 2 imaginable 
om folk to hardcore. 


RETHINKING DR. 


Erin Goheen 

On Wednesday, after coming out of 
the Staley Lecture chapel, | was filled with 
questions. While | agreed with much of 
what Harold Best said, | was and am very 
suspicious of his main thesis. He stated 
that all of life is worship; that music should 
not be used to enhance worship; and he 
didn't give us much reason to participate 
in Sunday morning worship. He called it 
blasphemous to label the beginning part 
of a Sunday service “entering into wor- 
ship.” 

Dr. Best's first criticism was that we 
discuss worship so much we are wor- 
shiping worship. This point was well 
taken, and I'm sure it convicted many of 
us who have that tendency. He also criti- 
cized the distinction we make between 
music and the rest of the Sunday Ser- 
vice. We are guilty of calling music/ 
singing the “worship” part of the service. 
As he asked, “What then is the reading 
of the Word?" Is it not worship as well? 
Also, his critique of the specialized role 
that “worship teams” are given was help- 
ful. We are all worshipers, and we all 
worship during every part of a worship 
service. This along with a few other wise 
observations and criticisms of our tradi- 
tional views of worship were helpful in 
helping me to critique myself. 

The main point of his message didn't 
strike as many chords with me. At the 
heart of his speech was the argument 
that all of life is worship. What he should 
have been saying was that all of life is 
religious—not worship. “No,” | thought, 
“all of life is religiously directed and we 
need to be aware of the effects that our 
religious foundations have on our daily 
life.” 

| appreciated Harold Best's attempt 
to help us understand that there is a re- 
ligious root to everything we do. Going 
beyond that, he was completely correct 
in saying that if we choose not to wor- 
ship God we will worship an idol (a 
creature that has been elevated beyond 
its normative place in creation). The rea- 
son for this is that we are religious 
beings; religious beings naturally wor- 
ship. Does that make religious direction 
the equivalent of the term worship, 
though? Can we say that because we 
are all religious beings we are then ina 
constant state of worship? | am not con- 
vinced that the flaws which | see in his 
argument are only a matter of seman- 
tics. As he said himself, terms are driven 
by world views 

In making worship equal all of life, 
Dr. Best makes worship equal nothing. If 
itis everything, then what is it? It's noth- 
ing. Worship is described in the Bible as 
a specific activity to which God calls his 
people. Dr. Best pulled up one passage 
to support the claim that what he was 
teaching us was “Biblical” rather than a 

Harold Best idea.” | was wary of this 
because the statement sounds too much 
like a simple Biblicistic mind set: “I just 
read the Bible and believe what it says.” 
That aside, he defended himself with 
Romans 12:1. This is the gist of it: we 
need to offer ourselves as living sacrifices 
as our daily act of worship. But where 
did Paul get the word worship in the first 
place? In Joshua, the people of Israel 
promise to “worship the Lord at his sanc- 
tuary with our burnt offerings,” etc 
Hezekiah, when he is king of Judah, or- 
ders a sacrifice to be made, and “the 
whole assembly bowed in worship.” The 
Devil tempts Jesus while he is in the 
desert, saying, “All this | will give you if 


BEST 
you will bow down and worship me.” 

All these passages point to the fact 
that worship is a particular activity. The 
first two are also similar in that they speak 
of communal gathering, called by God. 
When we say that all of life is worship, it 
is a metaphor, comparing our religiously 
driven lives with the specific act of wor- 
ship. After Dr. Best was finished 
speaking, | felt as if there was no real 
reason to gather on Sundays for worship. 
He defended corporate worship by say- 
ing we come together merely to "hear one 
or more people prophesying the truth and 
building one another up in fellowship.” 
This severely limits worship, in my opin- 
ion. 

Worship is the act of corporately 
gathering in the humility and the power 
of the Holy Spirit in order to give God glory 
through an established ritual (in the best 
sense of the word) and to celebrate and 
strengthen our faith together. And it is 
required of us. As we can see in the Bible, 
throughout redemptive history, God has 
called his people to gather and worship 
himself. 

Another thesis of Dr. Best's was that 
music should not be used as a tool for 
worship. He is correct in saying that 
music should be the symptom of our 
worship and love for God, but he is wrong 
in saying that music cannot cause wor- 
ship. Everything in creation can be used 
to enable us to worship. | can see a beau- 
tiful flower and be so amazed that it 
makes me want to worship God. | can 
hear God's word presented in language 
(a part of the creation) and because of 
that communication be pointed towards 
God in worship. It is possible to listen to 


music in a church service and be moved | 


to worship. 

For that reason it is legitimate to use 
a creation of God (music) to enhance 
worship. Music, which uses the sense 
of hearing, is one of the tools God has 
given us to worship him. While | agree 
that we should trick people into thinking 
that they are worshiping, emotions can 
be used to worship and the senses 
should be utilized in aiding us to worship 
God. | cannot only worship God in my 
head. And | have not been called to do 
that. Worship should be a holistic activ- 
ity. 

In summary, though | agreed with 
many of Dr. Best's wise criticisms of our 


views of worship, | believe that two of his 4... 


main theses were incorrect. First, all of 
life is not worship. Worship is a specific 


Shamalla, Alpha Omega Editor 
at oe Fridays are al- 
ways special at my 
dorm but February 
the 2" was a bit 
more exciting than 
usual. We were 
looking forward to 
the weekend, but it 
was snowing again. 
We were all praying 
the snow would not 
interfere with our 
plan to have two board members over for 
dinner! It's always fun meeting new 
people, getting to know them and hear- 
ing new stories. 
Our guests were Dean Schat and 
Mr. Tom Meyer who is the treasurer of 
the Board of Governors. They arrived 
promptly at 5:30 PM. We dived right into 
dinner because they had a meeting af- 
terward. It was a wonderful experience 
entertaining “real” guests. We all learned 
new things about the board and what they 
do, about the school, and about each 
other. The most interesting part of the 
evening was when Mr. Meyer proclaimed 
that he had a true story for us and then 
declared “| am living a second life.” 
Puzzled looks were exchanged around 
the table. We were thinking “ok - being 
Redeemer, | know we have a lot of reli- 
gious affiliations on the board but | don’t 
quite know about the two lives world view.” 
Dean Schat jumped to the rescue and 
explained that he had literally lost his life 
but miraculously got it back (and we all 
breathed a sigh of relief). 

_..Mr. Meyer then proceeded to tell us 
of an ordeal he had that | thought would 
be worth sharing with the rest of the uni- 
versity community because we could all 
learn a lot from it. This past September 
he lost his elder brother unexpectedly. 
This was especially devastating for the 
family because he was the first of eleven 
children to pass away. During the fu- 
neral, Mr. Meyer got up to give a speech 
and right after he was done, his heart 
stopped and he collapsed onto the 
ground. Luckily, there was a nephew of 
his who knew CPR who tried to keep his 
heart going. His elder sister in her dis- 
tress cried out openly to God to save her 
brother. Almost everyone present had a 


activity, and we can only talk about allof ~ 


life being worship in a metaphorical way. | 
This is more Biblical and does not rob | 


worship of its meaning and purpose. 
Secondly, music has been given to 
us as a good gift to use in the worship of 
God. It enables us to worship more fully. 
| don't know of any better way to express 


extreme joy, sorrow, or lament. Dr. Best's | 


attempt to “get back to the heart of wor- 
ship" seems to be more rationalistic than 
it is anything else. With all of this said, | 


must add that Dr. Best's message need | a 


to be heard here at Redeemer 


We need to be careful that we don't |-* 
make music the focus of worship; and "Ba™ 


there needs to be an attempt to turn other 
upside-down worshipers right side-up 
rather than merely arguing amongst right 


side-up worshipers (i.e. missions). | ap- "= 


preciate his passion and concern for 
communicating and hope that Redeemer 
students will take him seriously and ap- 
ply what he said to the way they think 
about worship and live out their faith 
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cell phone and called 911 at around the 
same time (He finds this hilarious be- 
cause 911 said it was the most calls they 
had ever received for one emergency at 
atime). When the ambulance finally got 
there they got lost and drove right past 
where everyone was, so the hearse driver 
actually jumped into the hearse and 
chased down the ambulance and brought 
it back to the scene of the emergency. 
By God's grace he was able to recover 
and was eating at our dorm this week! 
He also shared how much of a testimony 
that incident had been for a lot of people 
including the staff at the hospital because 
he had already suffered 3 previous heart 
attacks. : 

Sitting there listening to this story 
| was saddened just trying to think of what 
the family went through during those mo- 
ments. More than that, | am amazed at 
Mr. Meyer's proclamation that he is liv- 
ing a second life. It really made me think 
about myself and my Christian walk; if 
that happened to me and | was given a 
second chance, how differently would | 
live my life? What would | do different? 
Would | spend my time on things that 
concern God more? Would | spend more 
time on people than just duties that de- 
mand my time every day? How would my 
view of God change? Would | become 
more aware of Him? Would | try harder 
to Know Him much better than | am do- 
ing now? It was an eye opening 
experience for me and | just thought its 
sad that things are always the same; the 
birds always sing, the snow is always 
white, people are always around us, God 
is always near us yet most times it takes 
a tragedy for us to realize how good we 
have had it all along. Unfortunately, most 
often when we do realize it, we can no 
longer enjoy it as much as we could have 
before. I'll finish off with a reading from 
Psalm 27:4-5 which reminds me of a 
song | loved to sing. 

One thing | have asked from the Lord, 
that | shall seek; 

That | may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, 

To behold the beauty of the Lord, 

And to meditate in His temple. 

Lets take time this month to reflect 
on how blessed we really are and take 
time to enjoy the blessings we have. 
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Great Books Reviewed by beoat People 


Due to an overwhelmingly appre- 
ciative response to Prof. Wolters’ 
review, this column is back and 
filled this week by Prof. Jennifer 
Chiang. 


“The Concubine's Children” by 
Denise Chong. 
Reviewed by Prof. J. Chiang 


It's no se- 
cret, | love a good 
mystery. A mur- 
der, a weapon, a 
witness, another 
murder (no more 
witness), a chase 
and a great detec- 
tive to save the day, 
enter....Sherlock 
Holmes. Nothing 
too real, no need to 
get involved and no 
need to think, un- 
less you want to 
solve the case be- 
fore good old 
Hercule Poirot 
does. Great fun. 

Perhaps, 
what isn't known is 
that | also enjoy reading about people, 
real people. ‘The Concubine’s Children’ 
by Denise Chong is one such story. 
Culled from old letters, photographs and 
memories Chong recounts the life of her 
maternal grandparents, Leong May-ying 
and Chan Sam 

The year was 1924, 17 year old 


Miranda 
Stone 
LIVE! 


Friday, Janu- 
ary 19”, saw the 
Redeemer Cafeteria 
nearly filled as well 
over 200 enthusiastic 
and expectant indi- 
viduals came out to 
hear Miranda Stone 
perform. Mirandaisa 
“folk-punk" singer, by 
her own definition, 
and has been sharing 
her own musical cre- 
ations across North 
America for the last 
several years. She 
has released two al- 
bums, and is cur- 
rently working on the 
third. 


During thet 
night, Miranda fre- 
quently referred to her- 


self asa “folk singer.” However, itwas not 
the kind of folk that might have been 
expected, but tended a little more 
towards the pop or 
rock scene in some 
listeners,estimation. 
At any rate, the 
_ songs were gener- 
, ally lively, with peri- 
ods of an introspec- 
tive and even con- 
templative mood. Miranda integrated a 
fair amount of humour into her comments 
between songs; itwould have been more 
interesting for the audience if she had 
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May-ying was sold as a concubine to 
Chan Sam, a man 20 years her senior 
who already had a wife and child. We are 
told that as his concubine she was “at his 
whim and in the servitude of his wife" and 
that “no decent girl became a concubine, 
married off in shame without wedding or 
ceremony.” Such was the lowly position 
that Chong's grandmother found herself. 

The story unfolds and the events 
of May-ying’s life as a concubine are 
revealed. With the 
hopes and dreams of 
securing prestige and 
sufficient wealth to 
raise the standards of 
living for himself, his 
wife and child, Chan 
Sam along with May- 
ying, journeyed to 
= Canada or Gold Moun- 
tain. On arriving in 
Vancouver May-ying 
not only faces the 
stress of a new life 
and the hardships of 
the slum conditions in 
which she finds her- 
self but also the 
humbling realization 
that any wages that 
she earns as a tea 
house waitress are garnered by Chan 
Sam and sent back to China to support 
his wife and son. Due to the 
hopelessness of the situation May-ying 
slips into a life of gambling and drinking. 
May-ying bore three children-girls, the 
eldest two are sent back to China to be 
raised by Huangbo, Sam Chans' wife. 


RE ee TE Es on Ate. 


shared the punch lines of her jokes with 
everyone, and not justthe band members 
as she turned and went off microphone to 
speak to them. 

Many thanks to the hard working 
group that brought Miranda to Redeemer. 
Emily Camire did a phenomenal job with 
promotion, and enlisted an able crew for 
setup and decoration. It was encourag- 
ing for Redeemer's own aspiring 
musicians to be able to meet and visit 
with someone who is just beginning to 
“make it” in the music industry. 


F< 


The youngest daughter, Hing, is raised in 
Canada by May-ying. 

Meanwhile back in China Mao 
Zedong, (Mau Tse-tung), introduced land 
reform policies that wrought disastrous 
effects and many people suffered. 
Patiently, Huangbo, her son, and May- 
ying two girls endure years of hardship 
and poverty, waiting for the return of Chan 
Sam and May-ying. 

In Canada, Hing, now separated 
from her sisters and neglected by her 
mother, learns to survive. Hing grows up, 
marries John Chong, and together they 
raise their own family; Denise Chong, the 
author, is their daughter. When Chong 
was thirteen years old May-ying died ina 
car accident, leaving behind a legacy of 
many unanswered questions. The 
mystery surrounding her life and the 
possible existence of relatives back in 
China taunted Chong and she yearned to 
know more about her family; and so 


Chong together with her mother Hing, 
made the pilgrimage to China. In an 
almost unbelievable manner the story 
that spanned over half a century and 
stretched from the village of Chang Gar 
Bin to Prince George, British Columbia 
closes with Hing re-united with her sister 
and half brother. The fragmented history 
is finally pieced together, the mystery 
was solved, 

Itis a story of discrimination, of suffering, 
of survival and it is expertly told 


| might add that based on Chong’s 
sensitivity | look forward to reading her 
more recent book (1999) “The Girl in the 
Picture”. It is the story behind the 1972 
Pulitzer Prize winning photograph taken 
of the naked 9 year old Vietnamese gir! 
seen running down the road following a 
napalm attack on her village, and her 
struggle to build a life of her own 


Huangbo---------Chan Sam-—--------Leong May-ying 
(Wife) (Husband) (Concubine) 
Yuen Ping Nan Hing--------- John Chong 
(Brother) (Sister) (Sister) (Sister) (Husband) 
Denise 
(Auhor) 


An abbreviated family tree to illustrate the relationships of key individuals. 


See Faunus, the Roman 
See 90d Of agriculture, as 
ieee well as to the Roman 
wee founders Romulus 
See and Remus. To begin 
the festival, members of the Luperci, an 
order of Roman priests, would gather at 
the sacred cave where the infants 
Romulus and Remus, the founders of 
Rome, were believed to have been cared 
for by a she-wolf or lupa. The priests would 
then sacrifice a goat, for fertility, and.a 
dog, for purification. The boys then sliced 
the goat's hide into strips, dipped them 
in the sacrificial blood and took to the 
streets, gently slapping both women and 
fields of crops with the goathide strips. 
Far from being fearful, Roman women 
welcomed being touched with the hides 
because it was believed the strips would 
make them more fertile in the coming 
year. Later in the day, according to leg- 
end, all the young women in the city 
would place their names in a big urn. The 
city's bachelors would then each choose 
a name out of the urn and become paired 
for the year with his chosen woman. 
These matches often ended in marriage 
Pope Gelasius declared February 14 St. 
Valentine's Day around 498 A.D. The 
Roman ‘lottery’ system for romantic pair- 
ing was deemed un-Christian and 
outlawed. Later, during the Middle Ages, 
it was commonly believed in France and 
England that February 14 was the be- 
ginning of birds’ 
mating season, 
which added to the 
idea that the middle 
of February -- 
Valentine's Day -- 
should be a day for 
romance. 


Coming Events 


Feb. 12" - 16th 
Angels and Mortals Week 
See Student Life for Details 
Sign up by Feb. 8” 


Feb, 13" — 14" 
Blood Donor Clinic 


Feb. 19% — aha 
READING BREAK 
Vacation and/or Mission Trips 


send your 
love mail to 
crown@redeemer.on.ca 
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Interviews | 


Player Profile: Steve Kater, libero, 
Men's Volleyball, 1" year 

ed.: Stave Kater, known as “Kater,” 
or “Kates,” is one of the big reasons for 
the Royals’ incredible defensive improve- 
ment from last year to this year. His 
game is defense and his goal is to pro- 
long rallies. Like most liberos, he plays 
the back row rotations for the team’s 
middle hitters. He comes in after the 
middle has finished serving and leaves 
when he would have to rotate to the front 


row. The libero was introduced to volley- - 


ball for the 1999-2000 season. This 
interview took place after Redeemer's win 
over Mohawk on January 31. 

Crown: What volleyball experience 
did you have before you came to Re- 
deemer? 

Kater:Three years of club with the 
Ganaraska Wolves and two years of re- 
gional games and one year at the Ontario 
Summer Games. . 

C: What positions did you play on 
your club team? 

K: Power, and near the end, libero. 

C: So you started that when the new 
rules came out? 


C: Can you describe the role of a 
libero? 

~ K: | have control of the back court, 
everything behind the attack line is mine, 
in a sense. I've played every position but 
[Position] One, so | feel | know what's 
going on and | fee! I'm learning a lot, hav- 
ing played four years straight. You need 
to be a leader on defense, be consistent 
digging balls, hustle on every ball. 

C: How does one getin the mindset 
for playing libero? 

K: [immediately] Touch every ball. 
Expect that every ball is coming to you; 
even if it's not, you've got to be ready to 
get it no matter what. You don’t know 
what's going to happen — deflections, 
whatever — so go hard every play. Sacri- 
fice your body and do whatever works to 
keep the.ball up. 

Nathan Siebenga: [Interrupts] 
What's you e-mail address? Phone num- 
ber? Are you single? 

K: stevekater@hotmail.com, 
skater@redeemer.on.ca, single! — 

C: When things aren't working on the 


WE interview WE 


INTERVIEWED: Diane Kapteyn and 
Carrie DeGraaf 

INTERVIEWERS:- Carrie DeGraaf 
and Diane Kapetyn 

Player #1:Diane, also known as 
“squirrel” Kapteyn, Guard, Number: 4 

Player #2: Carrie, also known as 
“one feather” DeGraaf, Guard, Number: 
10 


Question #1 How long have you 
been playing BB? 
D-Since | was walking...... in 


other words Grade 5 

C-Since | was in Grade 6, just for 
school teams 

Question #2 Name an embarrass- 
ing/funny moment related to BB. 

D-Puking in the change room at 
Niagara and making the bus stop 
once so | could get off and puke 
again. 

C-Laughing so hard on the court 
at something Marilyn did that | 
dribbled right out of bounds. 

Question #3 What is your favourite 
BB play? 

D-The Give n’Go 

C-Hi- Low 

Question #4 Name some of your BB 
related injuries? 

D-Swollen Black eye, sprained 
ankle 

C-Swollen Black eye, three 
stitches by eye, sprained ankle 

Question #5 Most effective deodor- 
ant for the tough sport of BB? 

D-Right Guard Sport 

C-Lady’s Speed Stick- invisible- 
Cool and Fresh 

Question #6 What will you most 
remember from your four years of Re- 
deemer BB? 

D-The sweat, the tears, the blood, 
the losses, the laughs. 

C-The road trips, sharing a room 
with Janine and Marilyn as Janine 
and | tried to get Marilyn used to 
spending a room with two crazy girls, 
playing 21 for water, getting to know 
the team well, laughs. 

Question #7 Do your future plans 
include BB? 

D-Possibly coaching, playing city 


league 
C-Hopefully coaching, playing 
for fun 


bweeiation: Forget about Sikh leueiany 
are going to. happen. Go on with the 

Have you everlosta game for your 
team? 

K: 1 don't remember led: But see 
above response]. 
Bers, °- baler positive line, what is 
your fondest volleyball memory? 

_K: Going to nationals with 
Ganaraska as a defensive specialist and 
oe waringamae SUNN Games in 

‘ 4ifY bawt 

C: How does the level of play here at 
college compare with club? 

K: Club Nationals was higher. That 
was made up of players under 20 years 
old. So we played against Red Deer (Col- 
lege in. Alberta; perennially 
nationally-ranked in the CCAA). There 
were also players from UBC, Manitoba 


. — some phenomenal players. I've seen 


Steve Brinkman play; | practiced a. 
him, | actually blocked him one-on 
once. It was a pathetic block, he sor 


hit it into my. hands,, but it was still an 


awesome experience. 

C: What do you think of the Re- 
deemer team? ; 

K: We're really coming along; we're 
really gelling and we're starting to play 
defense together a whole lot better. That's 
something I've noticed. People are learn- 
ing their roles and they're not wanting 
every ball every time and not getting on 
each other for mistakes and bad plays. 


_~.. We've got a good team and | think we 


Combined diighillgnite from the four 
years!!! 


-fun times in the city longpe play- 


ing with the old ladies » -@ “> oe em 


-placing second overall intheen- 


tire league 

YEAR #2 

-early morning practices 

-wearing Seneca’s jerseys, in Sen- 
eca, when our jerseys got lost on the 
way tothe game, because two of 
our players got lost 

-Bible studies at Coach Francis’ 
house 

-dinner at Marilyn's house 

-going from winning most games 
to losing most games J 


-getting BB sweaters 

-scary times driving with Francis 
in the school van..... on one occasion 
almost losing our back wheel in a 
ditch. J 

-Mel getting a pie in the face when 
we told the waiter it was her Birthday 

-initiating the rest of the rookies 
with markers on the face 

-“robbed!!!” (many near losses) — 


-Coach Silva teaches us some new 
plays, Alicia Silva assistant coach 

-beating Seneca 

-new uniforms 

-running practise...... 
Horton's..... team bonding! 

-Christmas dinner held by the 
Silva's 


to Tim 


PARTING WORDS TO THE REST OF 
THE TEAM: 

We have had a lot of fun. Thank 
you so much for the great memories 
that will always remain with us. Thanks 
also for the support and encourage- 
ment. We pray that you will have a 
great BB season next year! All the 
best. 

Love your “Retiring Royals", Diane and 
Carrie 
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could surprise some teams when we get 


| eager 


setter's pretty 
decent; | he's. got a good brain... 
C: [Interrupts] Speaking of brains, 


pe school going? What's your ma- 


K: | am a history major with a minor 
in phys ed and | believe | am going to 
add religion. 

fe SE ODE RE GPA I've 
been working on that. 

Ci [Interrupts] Take note girls: ath- 
letic and smart! 

__ Kz: I'm here for...well, volleyball is 
number one, but school is a close sec- 
ond. I'm a volleyball addict. I'm coaching 
the women’s team. Well, I'm helping Nate 


[Siebenga]. Its a good challenge and it's 


been great and I've learned a lot. It’s not 
like classes, but it’s a challenge in dif- 
ferent areas. 

C: How is dorm life? Who's your 

K: [Laughs] My roommate is Mark 
Benschap, who is interesting, at times. 
We've been friends for 4 years, ever since 
grade nine, and it's only gotten stronger. 
We get along great. We fully understand 
each other and how each other clicks. 
We've got a great dorm: Dorm 28, all girls 
are welcome! It's awesome. | think I'm 
going to be HA next year with the same 
group of guys. It’s a great group; a lot of 
athletes. | love all sports—except base- 
ball. Dorm life is great; we're really getting 
along and meeting a lot of people. 


NE i Nd gir nes * 
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REDEEM 
Redeemer Takes 


Canadore 


Kyle Spyksma, Sports Editor 
On January 26, the Redeemer Roy- 
als men’s volleyball team demonstrated 
the power of blocking as they shut down 
the Canadore Panthers 3-1 (25-21, 25- 
22, 21-25, 25-13). The key to the match 
were some huge blocks early by Ken 
Mercer and Nathan Siebenga which 
rocked Canadore onto its heels. Unfor- 


229 College St., 
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Toronto, Ontario 
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ER ROYALS, 


tunately, due to “homer” stats-keeping, 
the power of Redeemer's front line is dif- 
ficult to quantize; apparently Mercer led 
the team with three stuff blocks while 
Mark VanOoyen had two and Mark 
Benschap, Colin DeRaaf, and Siebenga 
had one each. This writer, however, thinks 
that the totals should be significantly 
higher. 

Overall though, Redeemer simply 
out-powered Canadore in both offense and 
defense and was generally the more hun- 
gry team. DeRaaf continued his fine play 
of late, leading the Royals 
with 17 official points (16 
kills, 1 stuff block, 0 aces), 
picking up the slack from a 
somewhat lacklustre offen- 
sive performance from 
Siebenga (8, 1, 0). Mercer 
also called his own number 
several times and finished 
with four kills to go with his 
three blocks and three aces. 
These numbers continue to 
add up for Mercer who is 
coming close to breaking the 
OCAA single-season record 
for aces. 

The win was especially 
important because 
anadore is the team Re- 
deemer must get: by in 
order to claim second place 
in the division and get a bye 


INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES 


ICS. is a Christian graduate school seeking to 
honour Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of life and 
the Renewer of thought and learning. We offer 
programs in the areas of philosophy, aesthetics, 
education, history of philosophy, political theory, 
systematic theology, hermeneutics, biblical stud- 
ies, and worldview studies. We’re affiliated 
with the Toronto School of Theology at 


directly to the OCAA championships. The 
two teams will meet again — their only 
meeting at Redeemer — on Saturday, 
February 10. The women’s teams will 
also play. Their game begins at 3:00 and 
the men will play after they fin- 
ish 


Redeemer Men 


Sweep Mohawk 


After two very tight 
matches, both won by Re- 
deemer, the third and final 
meeting of the season be- 
tween the Mohawk 
Mountaineers and the Royals 
was held at Redeemer on 
Wednesday, January 31. The 
Royals’ top priority was to 
shut down the OCAA's lead- 
ing scorer, George Macut (5.1 
ppg), who is the heart and 
soul of the Mohawk team. 
Coach Byl introduced new 
strategies and setups, specifi- 


‘cally aimed at foiling Macut's attempts 


to dominate the match. 

(Since the circulation of this paper 
may include those who could be infor- 
mants for other teams in the OCAA, who 
are also looking for ways to shut Macut 
down, the exact methods used by Re- 
deemer will not be discussed.) 


University of Toronto. 


Contact. us: www.icscanada.edu 
studentservices@icscanada.edu 


Big VOLLEYBALL SEASON 


Redeemers work was rewarded 
richly as Macut was held to only seven 
kills and 9 points in total (7 kills, 2 blocks, 
0 aces), most of which came early in the 
match as Redeemer fine-tuned its de- 


fense. Instead, Mohawk was forced to 
use its other, less formidable, weapons 
on offense. To add insult to injury 
Mohawk’s setter was suffering from flu- 
like symptoms and had to leave the game 
in the third set (ironically, this was the 
only set Mohawk would win) after nearly 
fainting on the court 

Redeemer, meanwhile, 
played another solid game on 
offense and also had both 
their blocking and their back- 
court defense running 
extremely well. Colin DeRaaf 
continued to explode, earning 
a match-high 21 points 
(18,3,0). Nathan Siebenga 
also had a strong game, as 
he picked up 16 (13, 3, 0). The 
middie hitters were also a 
dominant force, especially on 
defense; Mark Benschap 
picked up four stuff blocks to 
go with his six kills (6, 4, 0) 
while Mark VanOoyen had a 
career-high five stuff blocks 
and one huge kill (off of 
Mohawk's setter’s upper body 
perhaps contributing to his 
brush with unconsciousness) 
for six points (1, 5, 0). Steve 
Kater led the back court de- 
fense with smart plays and 
sacrificial digs. His work has 
not gone unnoticed — be sure 
to read more about Kater in 
his exclusive Crown interview 
elsewhere in the Sports sec- 
tion. 

With the whole team 
working well, the Royals 
took the match in four, 25- 
20, 25-19, 21-25, 25-16, and 
the season series 3-0. 

The results of the Roy- 
als’ next game against St. 
Clair on Saturday, February 
3, were unavailable due to 
the draconian deadlines set 
by the Crown editors. Read 
about that game, and the 
women's games vs. 
Lambton (Feb. 2) and St. 
Clair (Feb. 3) in the next is- 
sue of the Crown. 

Also in the next issue 
will be an interview with the 
women's setter, Season 
Labombard. 
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STORIES FOR YOUR 
READING PLEASURE... 


DEMENTIA 

A blonde decides one day that 
she is sick and tired of all the blonde 
jokes running around, and how all 
blondes are perceived as stupid, so 
she decides to show her husband that 
blondes are really smart. While her 
husband is at work, she decides that 
she is going to paint a couple of rooms 
in the house. They next day, right af- 
ter her husband leaves for work; she 
gets down to the task at hand. Her 
husband arrives home just after 5:30 
and smells the distinctive aroma of 
paint. He walks into the living room 
and finds his wife lying on the floor in 
a pool of sweat. She is wearing a ski 
jacket and a fur coat, one over top of 
the other. He walks over to her and 
asks her if she is okay. She replies 
yes, and he questions what she is 
doing. She explains to him that she 
wanted to prove to him that not all 
blonde women are dumb and she 
wanted to do it by painting the house. 
He then asks why she is wearing a 
ski jacket and a fur coat. She replies 
that she was just following the direc- 
tions on the paint. He picks up the 
can and reads: FOR BEST RE- 
SULTS, PUT ON TWO COATS. 


ABSENTIA 

Two elderly women were out driv- 
ing in a large car - both women could 
barely see over the dashboard. As 
they were cruising along, they came 
to an intersection. The stoplight was 
red, but they just went right on 
through. The woman in the passen- 
ger seat thought to herself, “| must 
be losing my mind, but | could have 
sworn that we just went through a red 
light.” After a few more minutes, they 
came to another intersection and the 
light was red again, and again, they 
went right through. This time the 
woman in the passenger seat was 
almost sure that the light had been 
red, but she was really concerned that 
she was losing it. She was getting 
nervous and decided to pay very 
close attention to the road and the 
next intersection to make sure she 
knew what was going on. At the next 
intersection, sure enough, the light 
was definitely red. And they definitely 
went right through and she turned to 
the other woman and exclaimed, 
‘Mildred! Did you know that we just 
ran through three red lights in a row? 
You could have killed us!” Mildred 
turned to her and replied, “Oh! Am | 
driving? 


FLATULENTIA 

Once upon a time, there lived a 
man who had a terrible passion for 
baked beans. He loved them, but he 
always had an embarrassing and 
somewhat lively reaction to them. One 


' day he met a girl and fell in love. 
When it became apparent that they 
would marry, he thought to himself, 
“she'll never go through with the mar- 
riage with me carrying on like this,” 
so he made the supreme sacrifice 
and gave up the beans. 

Shortly afterwards, they were 
married. A few months later, on his 
birthday and on his way home from 
work, his car broke down. Since they 
lived in the country, he called his wife 
and told her that he would be late 
because he had to walk home. On his 
way home, he passed a small café 


and the wonderful aroma of baked’ 


beans overwhelmed him. Since he 
still had several miles to walk, he fig- 
ured he could walk off any ill effects 
before he got home. It was, after all, 
his birthday. So he went in and or- 
dered, and before leaving had 3 extra 
large helpings of baked beans. 

All the way home, he putt-putted. 
By the time he arrived home, he felt 
reasonably safe. His wife met him at 
the door and seemed somewhat ex- 
cited. She exclaimed, “Darling, | have 
the most wonderful surprise for you 
for dinner tonight!” She put a blind- 
fold on him, and led him to his chair 
at the head of the table. Just as she 
was about to take Off his blindfold, the 
telephone rang. She made him prom- 
ise not to look, and she went away to 
answer the phone. Soon, he felt an- 
other one coming on. While she was 
gone, he seized his chance, shifted 
his weight to one leg, and let it go. It 
was not only loud, but also ripe as a 
rotten egg. He had a hard time 
breathing, so he felt for his napkin and 
fanned the air about him. He had just 
started to feel better, when another 
urge came on. He raised his leg and 
RRRIIIPPPPP!!! It sounded like a die- 
sel engine revving, and smelled 
worse. To keep from gagging, he tried 
fanning his arms a while, hoping the 
smell would dissipate. He got another 
urge, and trusting that the phone call 
would take a while, he let it go. This 
one was a real blue ribbon winner, the 
windows shook, the dishes on the 
table rattled, and a few minutes later, 
the flowers on the table were dead 
With his blindfold still on, he heard 
the phone call tying up, so he neatly 
laid his napkin on the table, and folded 
his hands in his lap. Smiling content- 
edly, he was the picture of innocence 
when his wife walked in. Apologizing 
for taking so long, she asked if he had 
peeked at the dinner table. After as- 
suring her he had not, she removed 
the blindfold and yelled, "SURPRISE!" 

To his shock and horror, there 
were twelve dinner guests seated 
around the table for his surprise birth- 
day party. 


e 
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ON BATHING: 

* Most people got married in June 

because they took their yearly bath 
in May, and were still smelling pretty 
decent by June. However, they were 
starting to smell, so the brides car- 
ried a bouquet of flowers to hide the 
body odour. 
* Baths consisted of a big tub filled 
with hot water. The man of the house 
had the privilege of the nice clean 
water, then all the other sons and 
men, then the women and finally the 
children. Last of all the babies. By 
then the water was so dirty you could 
actually lose someone in it, hence 
the saying, “don't throw the baby out 
with the bath water.” 


ON ROOFS: 

* Houses had thatched roofs, thick 
straw, piled high, with no wood un- 
derneath. It was the only place for 
animals to get warm, so all the pet 
dogs, cats, and other small animals 
like mice, rats and bugs lived in the 
roof. When it rained, it became slip- 
pery and sometimes the animals 


would slip and fall off the roof, hence ~ 


the saying, “it’s raining cats and 
dogs.” 

* There was nothing to stop things 
from falling into the house. This 
posed a real problem in the bedroom 
where bugs and other droppings 
could really mess up your nice clean 
bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and 
a sheet hung over the top afforded 
some protection. That is how canopy 
beds came into existence. 


ON. EATING, 
BURIAL... 
Those with money had plates 
made out of pewter. Food with a high 
acid content caused some of the 
lead to leach onto the food, causing 
lead poisoning and death. This hap- 
pened most often with tomatoes, so 
for the next number of years, toma- 
toes were considered poisonous. 
* Lead cups were used to drink ale 
or whiskey. The combination would 
sometimes knock them out for a 
couple of days. Someone walking 
along the road would take them for 
dead and prepare them for burial. 
They were laid out on the kitchen 
table for a couple of days and the 
family would gather around and eat 
and drink and wait to see if they would 
wake up, hence the custom of hold- 
ing a “wake.” 
* England is old and small and they 
started running out of places to bury 
the dead. So, they would dig up cof- 
fins and take the bones to a house 
and reuse the grave. When reopen- 
ing the coffins, one out of twenty five 
coffins were found to have scratch 
marks on the*inside and they real- 
ized they had been burying people 
alive. So they thought that they 
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someone ‘could be “saved by the 
bell,” or was considered, “a dead 
ringer.” 


